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Trinity Episcopal Church celebrates Marshall Day
By KAYLIN SEARLES

THE PARTHENON
Trinity Episcopal Church
was covered in a sea of green
Sunday as they kicked off
Marshall Day with a special worship, honoring the
relationship between the university and church.
The worship was complete
with a service, communion
and live music from both Trinity and Marshall University
choirs.
Among many guests wearing their kelly green was
Marshall President Stephen
Kopp, Huntington Mayor

Steve Williams, students and
faculty members.
After the worship, churchgoers were invited to stay for
lunch. Trinity Church used
their in-house smoker to serve
barbecue, brisket and chicken.
Dessert followed the theme
of appreciating Marshall with
green frosted cupcakes, cookies and a cake.
During the worship, both
Trinity Choir and the Marshall University choir gave
thoughtful
performances,
Kopp said.
"From a spiritual point of
view, it was very uplifting to

hear," Kopp said. "Both choirs
made it very special."
Kopp said he appreciated
Trinity's efforts to make the
day special.
"It was wonderful to walk
into all the people wearing
green, it was really awesome
looking," Kopp said. "I think
it sent a message of just how
important the Marshall community is to us."
Michael Rose, senior vocal
music performance major, is a
member of both the Marshall
and Trinity choirs. Rose has
been in the Marshall choir for
six years and joined Trinity's

TORCHED

choir three years ago. He said
he hopes the day will be a
yearly occurrence.
"It was good to see everyone standing up in the church
today because everyone had
a connection to Marshall,"
Rose said. "Marshall has such
an impact on the lower part
of the state, I really think
it's something we could celebrate every year and bring
different organizations in as
well."
Jack Hamilton, junior psychology major and Alpha Tau

See MARSHALL DAY | Page 5

Marshall falls to UAB, 52-48
-more on Sports

MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

U.S., Japan
focus on
trade to
boost both
economies
By DON LEE

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
For the last two decades, Japan's stagnant economy has
taken a back seat to China's
explosive growth. But the economic agenda for the U.S. and
Japan is heating up, presenting
new opportunities for the U.S.
and trade frictions reminiscent
of the 1980s.
In White House discussions Friday, President Barack
Obama and Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe took up
a range of security concerns,
pledging solidarity in responding strongly to nuclear
provocations from North Korea. Abe also assured Obama
that Japan would "act calmly"
in its standoff with China over
islands in the East China Sea,
even as he made strong public remarks later about Japan's
claims to the Senkaku islets.

But their minds were largely
focused on one thing: getting
their economies growing more
rapidly.
Obama would like to see
Japan join the U.S., Canada,
Mexico, Australia and seven
other countries in negotiations
for an Asia-Pacific free-trade
agreement. The administration
sees the pact as an important
part of its "pivot to Asia" to secure American strength in an
increasingly wealthy region of
the world, where China's influence has grown.
But the American auto sector and Japanese farmers,
important constituents for
Obama and Abe, have balked
at Japan entering negotiations that could expose their
industries to greater foreign
competition.
On Friday, the U.S. and Japan
issued a carefully worded statement suggesting that although

CAITLIN KINDER-MUNDAY | THE PARTHENON

MU WOMEN’S CENTER TO HOST EATING
DISORDER AWARENESS EVENTS
By CAITLIN KINDER-MUNDAY

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Women’s Center will hold three
informative events on campus
as part of National Eating Disorder Awareness Week. Starting
today, the week exists to raise
consciousness of a growing issue on college campuses across
America.
The Women’s Center is a campus organization that seeks to
help women at Marshall. They
work to address sexual, mental
and emotional health issues that
affect females including dating
violence, rape and body image
issues. The center does this by
providing women with resources
and contacts to programs that
can zero in on their needs.
The 2013 National Eating
Disorder Awareness Week runs
from Feb. 24 to March 2. Events
have been created to inform
individuals of the dangers connected with eating disorders,
as well as attempting to prevent them.
This year’s theme is “Everybody Knows Somebody.” Eating
disorders have been so prevalent that it is common for most

people to know at least one
person affected by an eating
disorder in some way.
Briana McElfish, a graduate assistant at the Women’s
Center, invites everyone to participate in the events planned
for the week.
“College-aged women are at
high risk for eating disorders,
McElfish said. “It’s actually
one of the highest risks period,
along with puberty, to develop
an eating disorder.”
McElfish will join Kelsey
Chapman, another GA at the
center, to discuss “The Truth
About Pro-Anorexia,” today
at 7 p.m. in Room BE5 in the
Memorial Student Center. The
event will focus on the growing number of websites that
advocate anorexia or other
eating disorder as a lifestyle
choice. McElfish touched on
how many people do not see
how bad these websites can
be.
“A lot people believe by going
to these sites, they can learn
some diet tips,” McElfish said.
“Then they get on there, and

See EATING DISORDER | Page 5
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U.S. President Barack Obama, joined by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, speaks to the media in the Oval Office following a bilateral meeting
between the two leaders, Friday.
all goods would be on the table
in the trade talks should Japan
join, there could still be a deal
in which each side protected its
most sensitive sectors.
"The two governments confirm that, as the final outcome
will be determined during the
negotiations, it is not required to
make a prior commitment to unilaterally eliminate all tariffs upon
joining the TPP negotiations,"
the statement said, referring to

the Trans-Pacific Partnership.
For Abe, who took office in
December for a second time
as prime minister, his meetings in Washington were
aimed at promoting his own
economic program. The Japanese have dubbed his plan
"Abenomics" an effort to
break out of a devastating deflationary period with fiscal
and monetary stimulus and
other efforts.

INSIDE: NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4 | LIFE!, 6 HIGH 52°

"I am back, and so shall Japan
be," Abe said Friday afternoon in
remarks at the Center for Strategic and International Studies,
a Washington think tank.
Abe, 58, who studied political
science briefly at the University
of Southern California and delivered his speech in English,
said in a news conference afterward that he hoped Japan could
decide quickly about entering
the talks.

LOW 39°

Obama welcomed Abe's overall message of strengthening
bilateral relations, saying after
their private meeting in the Oval
Office that they agreed their
No. 1 priority had to be "making sure that we are increasing
growth and making sure that
people have the opportunity
to prosper if they're willing to
work hard, in both countries."

See ECONOMY | Page 5
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School of Music flexes skills
during weekend symposium
By MAGAN HAMMOND

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s School
of Music and Theatre presented
a Showcase Concert Symphonic
Band conducted by Jennifer
Parsons, a Wind Symphony
conducted by Steve Barnett
and featured guest conductor
Robert Smith.
The concert band started Friday with the symphonic band at

Smith Recital Hall. It consisted
of three pieces: “Cenotaph,”
“Amazing Grace” and “Brazil:
Ceremony, Song and Samba.”
Robert Smith conducted
“Brazil: Ceremony, Song and
Samba.”
Next, the Wind Symphony
took the stage and performed
a total of four songs: “Windsprints,”
“Sheltering
Sky,”
“Angels in the Architecture”

which featured Laura Campbell
singing soprano and “Promising Skies” which was written
and composed by Robert Smith.
The show drew a large crowd
that filled the Smith Recital Hall.
Caitlin Smith, who plays the
trumpet, said she had a lot of
fun.
“It was really fun. The most
fun performance I’ve had with
the concert band,” Smith said.

Brian Cline, who was submitted by his band teacher and
was chosen to attend the performance, said he enjoyed the
pieces conducted by Robert
Smith.
“I really enjoyed it,” Cline
said. “I loved how Mr. Smith
not only incorporated the
instruments, but also the
body, the snaps and the
chairs.”

In “Promising Skies,” the final piece conducted by Smith,
the concert band performers
snapped and used the chairs
as part of the piece to imitate a
storm.
Cline said the two pieces
Smith conducted were his
favorite pieces from the
show.
Amber Brown, who was there
watching the concert band said

she really enjoyed the diversity
between the pieces played.
In between the performances, Barnett, the band
director and conductor of the
Showcase Concert Symphonic
Band, said he was proud of
the performers of the concert
band.
Magan Hammond can be
contacted at hammond53@
marshall.edu.

Secret U.S.- North Korea
diplomatic trips reported
By KEN DILANIAN
and BARBARA DEMICK

ALEXANDRA ZAVIS | MCT

Spc. Rachael Deveso, a member of an Army female engagement team, greets an Afghan woman in the Zhari
district of Kandahar province, Afghanistan on Jan. 31, 2013.

New U.S. combat policy affirms
role servicewomen already play
By ALEXANDRA ZAVIS

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
They fly troops into combat,
drive convoys down mine-riddled roads and take part in foot
patrols in the heartland of the
Taliban-led insurgency.
For American women serving at military bases across
Afghanistan, there was nothing
extraordinary about the recent
Pentagon decision to lift the official ban on women in direct
combat roles.
"We're already here," said
Army Capt. Kelly Hasselman,
28, of Broken Arrow, Okla.,
who commands a company of
female soldiers that deployed
with infantry in the southern
province of Kandahar to build
relations with rural Afghan
women. "It's just not officially
been in the books."
U.S. commanders say that
military policy was out of step
with the reality of two wars
with virtually no front lines.
Women, who make up about 15
percent of the active-duty military, have faced gunfire, bomb
blasts and shelling while serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, in
some cases without leaving
their bases.
Two have been awarded the
Silver Star, the nation's thirdhighest medal for gallantry in
combat. More than 150 have
lost their lives.
Long before Defense Secretary Leon E. Panetta announced
that he was lifting a 1994 rule
that prevented women from
being assigned to units below
brigade level whose primary
function is direct ground
combat, female troops were
serving alongside such units at
outposts in some of the most
heavily contested regions of
Iraq and Afghanistan.
Stretched by more than a

decade of war, the Army and
Marine Corps for years sidestepped official policy by
"attaching," rather than assigning, women to infantry and
special operations units because their skills were needed.
When soldiers from the 3rd
Battalion, 41st Infantry Regiment, deployed in December
to this dusty base in Zhari, the
Kandahar district where the
Taliban was born, they brought
with them an eight-member
"female engagement team"
drawn from Hasselman's company. Women also serve in the
battalion as medics, in the logistics and personnel sections
and in the motor pool.
"Gender, height, weight, religion, sexual preference, race _
I don't care," said the battalion
commander, Lt. Col. Thomas
Anderson. "It all comes down
to your ability to do what the
Army asks you to do."
So far, the area has remained
relatively calm. But when
temperatures warm up and another fighting season begins,
Anderson expects that his female soldiers will be involved
in firefights.
"They are no less capable
than I am to react to and return
fire," Anderson said. "Are my
infantrymen better? Yes. That's
not due to a lack of ability. It is a
lack of repetition."
The battalion leadership
says there have been few problems integrating women into
the ranks. Rather, the change
has been tougher for their Afghan security force partners to
accept. The American women
have grown accustomed to
stares _ and they aren't allowed on the Afghan side of
the compound without a security escort, a precaution
also imposed on male soldiers

because of the threat of insider
attacks.
Pfc. Rosie Darby said she
was told by her recruiter that
women could not serve as
frontline combat medics. She
made sure to email him when
she got her current job: a
platoon medic at one of the battalion's combat outposts. (Her
official designation is healthcare specialist.)
"That first formation was a
bit of a shell shock," she said,
smiling. "Everyone was looking
and asking: 'Is she in our formation? Is she a girl?'"
The petite 20-year-old from
Pavilion, N.Y., soon earned their
respect. Members of her platoon
said she goes out with them almost every day, climbing over
rows of grapevines with a pack of
medical supplies on her back to
avoid roads that may be seeded
with bombs. "She outperforms
half of us," said Sgt. Andrew
Bohman, 27, of Cincinnati.
Coarse language doesn't faze her.
"She's like one of the guys," said Pfc.
Evan Sharp, 20, of Manteca, Calif.
But many in the unit are skeptical about opening other jobs
to women, particularly in the
infantry, where soldiers sometimes carry as much as 100
pounds of gear on foot patrols
that can last all day. "There's a
lot of men that struggle with
that," said Sgt. 1st Class Ron
Costa, 42, of Billerica, Mass.
Darby herself called it a "terrible idea." Besides the physical
demands, she worries about
how soldiers will react if a
woman serving with them is injured. She said the men in her
platoon treat her like a little sister and would want to take care
of her, even if their job demands
that they carry on the fight.

See COMBAT | Page 5

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
A White House official made
two secret visits to North Korea last year in an unsuccessful
effort to improve relations
after new ruler Kim Jong Un
assumed power, according to
former U.S. officials familiar
with the trips.
The brief visits in April and
August were aimed at encouraging the new leadership to
moderate its foreign policy
after the death of Kim’s father,
longtime autocrat Kim Jong Il,
in December 2011.
The ruling elite apparently spurned the outreach
effort, however. This month,
after a surge of fierce antiU.S. rhetoric, the government
in Pyongyang defied international warnings and conducted
its third and most powerful
underground nuclear test.
The former U.S. officials,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because the backchannel trips have not been
formally disclosed, said the
first visit was an unsuccessful
attempt to persuade North Korea not to launch a long-range
rocket.

North Korea carried out the
launch April 12. The missile
flew only a few minutes before
it exploded and crashed into
the sea. A subsequent test of
another long-range rocket in
December was successful.
The April trip was led by Joseph DeTrani, a North Korea
expert who then headed the
National Counter Proliferation
Center in the Office of the Director of National Intelligence,
which coordinates U.S. intelligence agencies, the former U.S.
officials said. It was unclear
who led the August trip.
They said Sydney Seiler, who
is in charge of Korea policy at
the National Security Council, went on both trips. Seiler,
a veteran CIA analyst, speaks
fluent Korean. He could not be
reached for comment.
The White House, State
Department and CIA have refused to confirm or deny the
2012 trips, which occurred
during the U.S. presidential
election season.
“I’m not going to comment on this,” Tommy Vietor,
spokesman for the National
Security Council, said in an
email.
U.S. officials have visited
North Korea on and off for

years. They include Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright,
who led an official state visit in
2000. The last official U.S. visit
was in 2009 when U.S. special envoy Stephen Bosworth
sought to restart stalled sixparty negotiations on North
Korea’s nuclear program. The
talks have not resumed.
DeTrani left the government last year and now heads
the Intelligence and National
Security Alliance, an industry
group.
“There are certain things
I just won’t talk about, and
this is one subject I really feel
it’s not appropriate for me to
comment on,” DeTrani said in
a telephone interview.
Without confirming the
2012 trips, DeTrani said it
“makes eminent sense” for
the United States to conduct
talks with North Korean officials after Kim Jong Il’s death.
DeTrani said he and other U.S.
experts initially saw signs that
Kim Jong Un might behave less
rigidly than his father, including putting moderate figures
in key government positions.
Those hopes were quickly
dashed, however.

"Air-traffic controllers and
airport security will see cutbacks, causing delays across
the country. Even President
Bush's director of the National Institutes of Health
(Elias Zerhouni) says these
cuts will set back medical
science for a generation," he
said.
On Friday, Transportation
Secretary Ray LaHood said the
sequester would cause delays
of up to 90 minutes at major U.S. airports if it goes into
effect.
Obama also said the threat
of the cuts has caused the U.S.
Navy to delay deployment of
an aircraft carrier to the Persian Gulf, and the Pentagon
is prepared to furlough up to
800,000 defense employees if
the cuts occur.
In the GOP's response, Sen.
John Hoeven, R-N.D., placed
the blame for the coming sequester on the president,
saying that House Republicans
have already passed two bills
to replace the sequester.
Hoeven said "The Price of
Politics," a book by Washington Post Associate Editor Bob
Woodward that was published

in September, "sets the record
straight."
"Woodward says it was
President Obama who proposed and promoted the
sequester," Hoeven said.
"The fact is Republicans
in Congress right now will
provide the flexibility to
make the necessary spending reductions and address
our deficit and debt, instead of going through the
sequester."
Hoeven
said
Obama
doesn't want to work with
Republicans on the sequester because he wants higher
taxes more than job creation,
expanding the economy and
expanding the tax base. Hoeven used Obama's delayed
decision on the Keystone XL
pipeline as a prime example
of what he said was the president's reluctance to spur
economic growth.
The pipeline, which is
intended to deliver tarsands-derived crude oil from
Canada to U.S. refineries, has
become a political balancing
act for the Obama administration between environmental
and energy interests.

See KOREA | Page 5

Obama, Republicans face off as sequester looms
By WALLACE WITKOWSKI

MARKETWATCH (MCT)
President Barack Obama
and congressional Republicans stuck to their guns
Saturday, clashing over who
will responsible if automatic
federal spending cuts go into
effect on Friday.
The sequester, which originally was meant to occur on
Jan. 1 before it was pushed
out to March 1, comprises up
to $85 billion in automatic
spending cuts this year.
In his weekly address,
Obama said it's up to Republicans in Congress to avoid
the sequester "with just a
little compromise" by passing a balanced plan for deficit
reduction. The Senate is set
to consider bills that would
to avoid the cuts on Tuesday
or Wednesday, according to a
spokesman for Majority Whip
Dick Durbin.
"Once these cuts take effect, thousands of teachers
and educators will be laid
off, and tens of thousands of
parents will have to scramble to find child care for
their kids," Obama said in his
address.
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EAST DIVISION

MEN’S BASKETBALL STANDINGS

C-USA

MEMPHIS
SOUTHERN MISS
UCF
EAST CAROLINA
UAB
MARSHALL

W
13
10
8
7
5
5

Overall
L
0
3
5
6
7
8

W
24
21
18
15
13
12

			
L
3
7
9
10
14
15

WEST DIVISION

C-USA

UTEP
TULSA
TULANE
HOUSTON
SMU
RICE

W
7
6
6
4
3
1

Overall
L
5
7
6
8
9
11

W
14
14
18
15
13
5

			

3

L
12
13
9
10
14
21
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Blazers torch Herd at home 52-48
By COURTNEY SEALEY

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University men’s basketball
team led the fans through many emotions in
it’s loss against the University of Alabama at
Birmingham.
The Herd fell to UAB 52-48, Saturday, after a
19-point comeback early in the second half.
With the game on the line, fans worried
about the Herd’s 706 game streak of making
a 3-pointer, however Elijah Pittman helped
rally his team back by scoring three straight
3-pointers.
“I didn’t feel pressure,” Pittman said. “I had to
do something to help my team catch up because
we were losing badly.”
Pittman scored 18 points at the end of the
game and only missed one of his free throws.
With the final seconds ticking down, the Herd
was able to score to be down by two, however
UAB soon reclaimed the lead. With five seconds left in the contest, Tamron Manning shot a
3-pointer but missed the mark.
Pittman, Nigel Spikes, Dennis Tinnon and
DeAndre Kane were the only players to score
multiple field goals for the Herd. Robert Goff
helped the team in other ways with a total of 9
rebounds and 3 points. Spikes also had 20 total
rebounds.
Marshall missed 19 shot attempts in a row,
which brought their field goal shooting down to
26 percent in the game. The Herd also only made
three of its 26 3-point shot attempts.
Kane said it was just the result of a bad day.
“It happens, it’s basketball. The guys are not
out there shooting the ball to miss it,” Kane said.
“Everyone was shooting to score and we couldn’t

buy a basket in the first half.”
Head Coach Tom Herrion said he could not
agree more with Kane.
“We were in efficient on offense making shots,”
Herrion said. “We missed 42 field goals. I don’t
think I have ever had a team shoot 19 percent in
one half before.”
Herrion said the defense did what it was supposed to unlike the team’s offense.
“Our Defense was more than good enough to
win, but we didn’t play smart down the stretch
defensively,” Herrion said.
Herrion said the game was an example of finding a way when the ball does not go in.
Marshall held UAB’s field goal shooting to 30%
throughout the game. UAB Head Coach Jerod
Haase gave credit to Marshall’s defense.
“Marshall did a great job of making it difficult for us to score,” Haase said. “We lost some
of our edge and aggressiveness in the second
half and they did a nice job of sticking with our
players.”
Haase said he was happy to be on a 5-2 run,
after having a tough January with the Blazers.
“We had six straight losses in Janurary,” Haase
said. “And people thought I was crazy when I told
them we were getting better.”
UAB forward Jordan Swing’s double-double
helped push UAB to victory.
The Thundering Herd will complete regular
season play with two of its next three games
away. The Herd will face Houston, Saturday and
then return to the Cam Henderson Center to face
Southern Miss in the teams last home contest
March 5.
Courtney Sealey can be contacted at
sealey3@marshall.edu.

ABOVE: Junior guard
D.D. Scarver takes a shot
against UAB.

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Senior forward Dennis Tinnon drives the ball against UAB defenders.

Herd dominates NC A&T in double-header

Marshall wraps up Herd
Cheerleading Clinic

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
A Sunday doubleheader certainly lived
up to its name as the Marshall baseball
team hit eleven doubles as it defeated
North Carolina A&T in both games by
scores of 16-3 and 3-0.
The Herd faced the Aggies Thursday and
lost 10-7, and then saw two days of inclement weather postpone the Friday and
Saturday games.
Freshman Chase Boster got the start
Thursday but only lasted two innings before facing an early exit. Boster allowed
two runs on one hit. Junior reliever Ryan
Hopkins took the loss, surrendering four
runs on two and two-thirds innings.
Marshall led 5-4 through four and half
innings, scoring three runs in the first inning. Sophomore outfielder Eric Escobedo
and senior designated hitter Alfredo Brito
each had two RBI in the contest.
Freshman Chase Vogelbach got his first
career hit with an RBI double in the first
inning.
“I felt pretty good about that,” Vogelbach
said. “It was nice to get the first one out of
the way and be able to just play my game.”
Vogelbach went 3-5 and is currently hitting .333. The Florida native is the only

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University cheerleaders taught young girls the
fundamentals of cheerleading
Saturday, in the Gullickson
Hall Gym, for the 6th Junior
Herd Cheerleading Clinic.
The girls, 4-10 years old, received one on one technique
experience. The participants
learned a dance to perform
during Saturday’s pregame,
learned how to stretch
properly and learned teambuilding activities.
Kelsey Waybright, interim
head cheerleading coach, said
Saturday’s camp brought out
80 participants, which was the
most the clinic has ever had.
“I think they’ve learned a
lot,” Waybright said. “They are
really excited that they are
getting that one on one experience with the cheerleaders.”
Waybright said the highlight for the girls at the
beginning of the camp was
getting to meet Marco.

By CAITIE SMITH

freshman to start every game this season.
“I don’t feel any extra pressure,” Vogelbach said. “It’s the same game I’ve been
playing my whole life, so I just play it the
same way I always have.”
The Herd used the two-day layover to regroup and came out swinging Sunday.
Junior Aaron Blair took the mound in
game one, holding A&T hitless through five.
One of Conference USA’s top draft prospects for the season, Blair struck out five
and walked two in five and two thirds
innings.
Senior Matt Hummel came on to relieve
Blair, and took three strikeouts in just one
and one third innings.
Hitting wise, doubles expounded from
the Herd offense.
Seniors Isaac Ballou, Gray Stafford and
Escobedo all belted two doubles apiece
in game one. Catcher Matt Kirkwood, infielders Sergio Leon and Andrew Dundon
and pinch hitter Adam Bolen all also hit a
double.
Kirkwood and Dundon both went 3-5 in
game one and Leon scored three times in
part of his 2-5 outing.
Just to give the Herd a little extra run
insurance, senior Nate Gomez ripped the
first homerun on the year for the Herd.

The Herd managed 19 hits during the
game.
Game two brought southpaw Wayland
Moore to the hill for his first start of the
year. The senior fanned six through six innings and retired the first thirteen hitters
he faced. Moore did not give up a walk.
“I felt like I threw really well,” Moore
said. “Not having any walks is always good.”
Relievers Alex Thackston and Kolin
Stanley continued to hold the Herd scoreless. Stanley faced trouble in the eighth
when the tying run came to the plate, but
the redshirt sophomore was able to strike
out back-to-back batters looking to escape
unscathed.
Sophomore Matt Margaritonda entered
the ninth and earned his second save of the
season.
On the offensive front, the game was
much tighter than its predecessor. All three
Herd runs came in the seventh when Dundon and Stafford continued the trend of the
day by hitting doubles and driving in three
runs.
Stafford extended his offensive forcefulness, finishing the game 3-4 with two RBI.
The senior from Cheraw, S.C., is batting

See BASEBALL| Page 5

Two worst hurt NASCAR fans now in stable condition
By JIM UTTER

THE CHARLOTTE OBSERVER (MCT)
The two fans most critically injured in
the wreck at the end of Saturday's NASCAR's Nationwide Series race at Daytona
were upgraded to stable condition, a hospital spokesman said.
One of those fans is a child, the other an
adult. The child's injuries had been categorized as life-threatening on Saturday; as of
Sunday hospital spokespeople said those
injuries no longer were life-threatening.
Daytona International Speedway President
Joie Chitwood III said Saturday that 28 fans
had been treated for injuries, 14 at the track's
care center and 14 at local hospitals. Only two
fans remained hospitalized Sunday. One of
them, Eddie Huckaby – 53, of Krum, Texas –
reportedly suffered a severe laceration.
The violent, 12-car wreck on the last lap
of Saturday's NASCAR Nationwide Series
race at Daytona International Speedway
tore a hole in the safety fence and sent
debris – including a car engine and tire –
careening into the frontstretch grandstand.
Michael Annett was the only NASCAR
driver who was hospitalized after the
11-car wreck in the closing laps of the
Nationwide Series' season-opening race
at Daytona. He was released Sunday from
Halifax Medical Center.

Three other drivers, Jamie Dick, Johanna
Long and Hal Martin, were treated and released from the infield care center.
The fan injuries happened after Rookie
Kyle Larson got knocked airborne into the
catchfence, a 22-foot wall of steel posts and
reinforced wire that separates the track
from the grandstand seats.
The fencing caught the front of Larson's
car and ripped it away, leaving the car's
engine and one wheel tangled in the fence.
Another tire went sailing into the grandstand, as did large parts of the car. The tire
landed in the stands, nine rows from the
fence.
Chitwood said Sunday he did not know
if the tire went over the fence, or through
a hole in the fence created by the car. But
from video of the wreck, it appears the tire
went through the fence.
Chitwood confirmed there were fans
treated on the upper deck grandstands
from debris from the wreck.
Track officials were busy late into Saturday night working to repair the damaged
fencing in preparation for Sunday's Daytona 500 - the elite's Sprint Cup Series'
biggest race of the season.
Saturday's incident was one of worst
involving fans in recent memory. The last
NASCAR race in which fans were hurt was

April 27, 2009, when seven fans were
treated at Talladega Superspeedway for
minor injuries when Carl Edwards' car
went airborne and struck the frontstretch
fence.
From 1990 to 2010, at least 46 spectators died at U.S. race tracks, an Observer
analysis found. Nine were hit and killed by
flying tires, including a 52-year-old woman
who died in 2010 at a drag race at the Firebird International Raceway in Phoenix. The
spectator deaths took place at all levels of
U.S. racing, from big ovals and short tracks
to drag strips and off-road courses.
There have been at least two other recent incidents during major American
racing series events involving tires catapulted into grandstands.
In 1999, three fans were killed when a
tire was punted into the grandstand at an
Indy Racing League race at Charlotte Motor Speedway. That accident led to higher
catch fences that extended farther over the
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By MIRANDA PEMBERTON

“They were really excited
about meeting Marco,” Waybright said. “They loved
getting to get their picture
taken with him.”
Bethany Czapor, a Marshall
cheerleader and alumna from
Beckley, W.Va., said bringing
her seven-year-old daughter
to the camp gave her a chance
to support her school and the
cheerleading team.
“She learns a lot,” Czapor
said. “She learns things from
me, but there are new things
since I’ve cheered, so she gets to
learn those things too.”
Czapor’s daughter also
cheers outside of the clinic.
“She cheers for Upward,”
Czapor said. “It’s a Christian
based organization which is
out of our church in Beckley.”
The cheerleading team
opened the clinic with a routine that they have prepared
to perform at basketball
games during the season.

See CHEER | Page 5
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Local girls participate in the Herd Cheerleading Clinic during halftime
of Saturdays game against UAB.
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Column

THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Column

Countering
cyber threats

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
In what has become a depressingly
familiar
ritual,
computer security experts revealed this week that hackers
with apparent ties to a foreign
government — in this case, the
Chinese military — had “systematically stolen hundreds of
terabytes of data from at least
141 organizations” since 2006.
But while such high-level
international cyber intruders
grab headlines, most successful online attacks are not all
that sophisticated. Despite their
Hollywood-enhanced
image
as inventive uber-geeks, most
hackers don’t actually have to
work very hard to steal data or
disrupt websites. According to
a new paper by James A. Lewis
of the Center for Strategic and
International Studies, the vast
majority of successful hacks
could have been stopped by
relatively simple precautions,
such as regularly updating software. Yet many companies don’t
bother to take even the most obvious steps to guard against data
theft and service disruptions, let
alone equip themselves to stop
high-level attacks.
The challenge for policymakers is how to solve that problem
while beefing up the public’s
defenses against increasingly
sophisticated cyber attacks.
A promising Senate bill was
stymied last year by business
groups afraid that it would lead
to burdensome federal regulations, leading President Obama
to issue an executive order this
month that addresses some aspects of the threat. Obama went
further Wednesday, announcing new diplomatic and trade
initiatives aimed at deterring
cyber thieves. But Congress
needs to do more.
The House has taken the
path of least resistance, passing a business-friendly bill last
year that would remove the
legal barriers that stop companies and the government from
sharing data about hacks. An
alternative sponsored by Sens.

Joe Lieberman, I-Conn., and
Susan Collins, R-Maine, also
sought to establish voluntary,
industry-defined performance
standards for cyber security,
but it died in the face of specious
industry warnings about the
standards becoming mandatory and government-dictated.
Obama’s executive order requires federal agencies to reveal
more information to companies about the cyber threats
they detect. It also calls for the
National Institute of Standards
and Technology to develop a
voluntary “framework of cyber-security practices” within
a year, built around the performance standards chosen by
private industry. Notably, the
framework wouldn’t specify
which technologies companies
should use to meet the standards, allowing the market and
private innovation to meet new
challenges posed by hackers.
The order is sensible and
welcome, but it wouldn’t enable
companies to send more of the
information they gleaned from
their networks about hackers to
other companies or the government. As helpful as that might
be, Congress would first have to
lift federal limits on data sharing
and provide new privacy protections. Nor would the order
prod companies to embrace the
new cyber-security framework
by giving them more protection
against liability in the case of a
hack. Only Congress can do that.
The most powerful feature
of the executive order is a
requirement that federal regulators of banks, power plants
and other providers of critical infrastructure use the new
framework to evaluate and,
potentially, improve any existing cyber-security rules. Still,
those companies operate only a
fraction of the computers being
targeted by hackers. More companies need to step up their
security efforts, and it’s up to
Congress to provide the motivation that the market clearly
has not.

Marshall University students, and college students across the country, are in line
to be affected by President Barack Obama’s
wish to increase the federal minimum wage
to $9 an hour.
In his State of the Union address, Obama
said anyone who works full-time in the
wealthiest nation on Earth should not have
to live in poverty. Much to the chagrin of
House Republicans, college students applauded Obama’s initiative to create fairer
wages. After all, a wage increase would be
welcome, seeing as many college students
would be not be able to afford college if not
for scholarships, student loans or the help
of parents.

There is no question that an increase to
the minimum wage would help many college students. While an increase to the
federal minimum wage seems like a good
thing, many House Republicans are skeptical of how it would affect the economy.
They are skeptical for a reason.
Rep. John Boehner of Ohio and speaker
of the House of Representatives said there
would be fewer employment opportunities
if the minimum wage would be raised. But
college students are already finding it difficult to find work.
Boehner’s warning is nothing new, yet
there is an unsettling truth behind it. If
the minimum wage is raised, employers

big and small will either have to lay off
employees or raise their prices to recover
the losses they would take from wage increases. This would affect all Americans,
not just those living below the poverty line.
Obama, and politicians in Washington
are faced with a difficult decision — raising the minimum wage would help many
Americans adjust to the rising cost of living
but it could harm an already brittle economy and cause small businesses to reduce
hiring.
Regardless of the difficulty, representatives and senators need to get to work and
make sure a generation of college students
have jobs that pay fair wages.

MCT CAMPUS

Column

What does it mean to be an American?

By ROSS WHITFORD

COLUMNIST
When you think of America,
what is it that you think about?
Freedom? Democracy? What
about intolerance or brutality?
The United States has quickly
gone from being a country that
is seen as a guiding light to one
that is hated by many in nations around the world, some
of which are considered allies.
What has sparked this dislike,
this distrust? It is our attitude
and our actions.
The typical American is
seen as someone who chants
“USA, USA, USA” at the Olympic games in Beijing, while not
being able to find Beijing on a
global map.
Americans lead the global
community in fewer ways than
ever before, and the ways we
do lead our friends and allies

are in ways nobody should be
proud of.
So what are the problems?
For starters, our education
system has failed our students.
Teenagers know it is incredibly hard to fail in high school,
so when they get thrust into
the world of college education, many are not suited for
it, and fail there. Americans
have become the 16th Century
scientist who believes Earth is
the center of the solar system,
and while we no longer believe
that, Americans do seem to believe America is the center of
the world, when in fact, it is not.
America has become the
bully boy, the nation which
claims to be for freedom for
all except those who disagree
with us. Nations of the world,
do not elect a president who
is Muslim or who we do not
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trust, because we will send in
the CIA and in no time at all,
you will have to elect another
president, and this time it will
be someone that American
supports.
Now, I may be a little over
critical, but all you have to do
is look at our history to see
what kind of people we are. We
do not like the elected leader
of Cuba, let us replace him with
Fidel Castro and see how that
turns out?
During the Cold War, America was involved in more than
50 armed conflicts in Latin
America alone — many of
these conflicts arising when
the people elected a leader
who we thought may be Communist leading.
We are currently involved
in wars in the Middle East,
fighting against people with

weapons they got from us so
that they could fight the Russians a couple of decades ago.
The United States has a history of making staggeringly
poor choices when it comes
to the global community, and
when these bad choices come
to light, we wonder why people do not like us.
Now, I apologize to the
fiercely patriotic people who
are reading this and are likely
foaming at the mouth, but I
ask you to do one simple task
— pick up a history book, and
read what we have done to others, and then maybe you too
will understand just how far
we have strayed, and just how
much, as a nation, we need to
change.
Ross Whitford can be
contacted at whitford@marshall.edu.
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Baseball

Nicolette DeMicco, a senior cheerleader, has helped teach the young
girls in the clinic for four years.
“I think they benefit from this because they look up to us,” DeMicco
said. “We really inspire them to want
to pursue cheerleading as they get
older.”
DeMicco helped the girls learn
sidelines that the team does during
the games.
“We also taught them the cheer
they will perform at the game,”
DeMicco said. “They really seem to
have fun learning the sidelines and
the dances with us.”
“The girls will all perform together
during pre-game,” Waybright said.
“They will go out, show off the dance
they learned, then they will end with a
crowd cheer of some sorts to help get
the crowd motivated for the game.”
The participants also received a
framed picture with Marco that they
got to take home with them at the
end of the clinic.
Miranda Pemberton can be
contacted at pemberton23@
marshall.edu.

.375 on the season.
Escobedo also went 3-4.
Moore is the only returning
left handed pitcher on the roster, but said he doesn’t see his
role as a pitcher changing at all.
“I see myself helping the
younger guys, maybe with the
mental part a little,” Moore said.
“But I don’t see my role as a
pitcher being much different.”
Vogelbach said the weekend
success was largely a team effort and is a recipe for future
victories.
“We looked really good as a
whole,” Vogelbach said. “Our
pitchers threw great and the
hitters had timely hits able to
drive in the runs. If we keep that
energy and stay as a unit like we
did today, I think we will have a
pretty good year.”

Continued from Page 3

JEFF SINER / CHARLOTTE OBSERVER | MCT

NASCAR Sprint Cup Series driver Jimmie Johnson poses with the Harley J. Earl Trophy after winning the
Daytona 500 at Daytona International Speedway in Daytona Beach, Fla., Sunday.

Daytona

Continued from Page 3
fences that extended farther over the racing
surface at the Charlotte track and elsewhere.
It also led to a rule that "tethers" tires to the
body of the race car in the IndyCar series.
And starting in the 1990s, NASCAR began
mandating that wheels, hoods and other parts
be tethered to the car frames so they're less
likely to fly into the stands.
In Saturday's wreck, the wheel tethers apparently worked, NASCAR officials said. But a
tether alone could not prevent the tire from becoming airborne because it was still attached to
its the wheel hub and suspension parts, and a

Economy

Continued from Page 1
Trade wasn't a top priority in Obama's
first term, but in his State of the Union
address, he pledged to pursue free-trade
talks with both Europe and the Asia-Pacific
region.
Neither is likely to be completed this year,
but given Washington's budget constraints
and partisan gridlock, one of Obama's best
options to boost growth and jobs may be
by expanding trade.
"Asia is an economic dynamo, and the
administration very much wants to be in
the region," said Mireya Solis, a senior fellow at the Brookings Center for Northeast
Asian Policy Studies. "At a time of limited
resources, it's difficult to fund the rebalancing (to Asia), so the value of alliances
increases."
That's where Japan comes in.
Promoters of the Trans-Pacific Partnership see it as more than a pact that removes
tariffs: It's a comprehensive deal that also
addresses regionwide issues involving regulations, supply chains and state-owned
enterprises.
As the world's third-largest economy,
Japan's participation would give the trade
alliance greater significance and also could
draw South Korea, another Asian economic
power, into the talks.

Korea

Continued from Page 2
In addition to the rocket launches and
nuclear test, the new leader appointed a
defense minister, Gen. Kim Kyok-Sik, who
reportedly was responsible for the 2010
shelling of a South Korean island that killed
four people, and the sinking of a South Korean naval ship that killed 46 sailors.
“I was initially guardedly optimistic that
(Kim Jong Un) was moving in the right direction,” DeTrani said. “With the launches
and the test, he’s reversed that.”
News of the secret trips first leaked out
in the South Korean media, which said the

Combat

Continued from Page 2
1st Lt. Glen Melin, the platoon commander, said his main
concern is upholding Army fitness standards. "This isn't ...
like a frat club, to make it difficult to get into," said Melin, 25,
of Corpus Christi, Texas. "It's to
prepare you for the worst possible scenario."
It is a concern shared by the
women who serve here. "You
need to say this is the standard,
either you meet it or you don't,"
said Hasselman. But she dismissed the notion that women
might not be capable of serving
in combat positions. "I think
that's the worst argument for
not having women in positions,
saying they can't do it," she
said. "Because I have plenty of
females who have proven time
and time again they can."
Staff Sgt. Kimberly Williams,
a member of Hasselman's
company who is attached to
Anderson's battalion, said
some of her most dangerous
jobs have been driving supply
trucks and guarding prisoners

much larger chunk of the car went with the tire.
After the Talladega accident, Daytona
brought in a structural engineer to review the
track fencing, Chitwood said.
"We took all of the recommendations they
made, and we actually installed new fencing at
Daytona International Speedway prior to the
2010 season," he said. "So felt like we had done
everything with respect to protocol in making
sure we were prepared for yesterday's event."
NASCAR inspected the fencing repairs done
following Saturday's wreck, Chitwood said.
"Incidents do happen and I think those are the
exception," he said. "If you look at our 55 years
in the business, we have a pretty good safety
track record. I think we're prepared today."
Japan also stands to benefit by joining
the trade partnership, analysts said, as it
probably would push along deregulation
and other much-needed structural changes
in the Japanese economy to improve productivity in the face of a rapidly shrinking
and aging population. That would help sustain the country's growth when the effects
of fiscal and monetary stimulus fade.
Many Japanese experts said Abe personally would like to take part in the trade
talks, but the prime minister would be
loath to make any public moves until at
least July, when his rural-based Liberal
Democratic Party faces an election for the
upper house of parliament.
Abe's overarching goal is to win the summer election so he can carry out his agenda.
The Obama administration faces pressures of its own, especially from the auto
industry, which has long complained about
Japan's difficult market for foreign cars.
The domestic car industry has come
roaring back after the deep recession,
but automakers and their supporters in
Congress will be particularly wary about
loosening the import tariffs on foreign
trucks, a highly profitable line of vehicles
for American automakers, said Richard
Katz, chief editor of the Oriental Economist
Report, a monthly newsletter that specializes in Japan and U.S.-Japan relations.
Abe's new economic policies, while

welcomed in Japan, have generated concern elsewhere as they have driven the
Japanese yen down in value. A cheaper yen
should help boost Japanese exports of cars
and some other goods.
Although Obama administration officials
have been largely quiet on the currency issue, some American manufacturing groups
and other critics said a devalued yen would
hurt the American economy and cost it jobs.
"I'm flabbergasted.... Why give Japan a
pass on the currency this time around?"
said Clyde Prestowitz, a former trade negotiator in the Reagan administration.
Yet in many ways, the climate for trade
talks involving Japan is far better today
than in the 1980s when Prestowitz and
other U.S. officials were battling to open up
Japan's markets for semiconductors and
other products.
The American public's feelings toward
the Japanese are much more favorable today, surveys show, and apart from cars,
the two countries' exports are largely
complementary.
Japan's biggest imports from the U.S. are
airplanes and corn, while America's largest
imports from Japan are cars, aircraft parts
and printing machinery.
The U.S. trade deficit in goods with Japan
was $76 billion last year. In contrast, the
U.S. deficit with China topped $300 billion
last year.

flights from Guam to the Sunan airport in
Pyongyang, North Korea’s capital, passed
through South Korean airspace.
“The South Korean air force was tracking the plane. They knew there was a
special flight going to Pyongyang, but the
purpose of the mission was a secret,” said
Moon Chung-in, a former South Korean
government advisor on North Korea and a
professor at Yonsei University in Seoul.
Some North Korea specialists applauded
the Obama administration for breaking a
long-standing taboo against one-on-one
talks with Pyongyang.
“The trips were a good idea and I think
the fact that they did them secretly was a

good idea,” said John Delury, a North Korea expert at Yonsei University. He visited
Pyongyang in January on a private trip with
Google’s chairman, Eric Schmidt.
“I don’t know why at this point the administration just doesn’t set the record
straight on this,” said a former U.S. official.
“All it shows is that we were trying to walk
the last mile with North Korea.”
Another analyst said disclosing the trips
would subject them to scrutiny from Japan
and South Korea, as well as Congress. The
congressional intelligence and foreign affairs committees have not been briefed
on the visits, officials said, although they
would not necessarily be notified.

in Iraq. Insurgents would frequently target convoys with
roadside bombs and shell the
bases where she was deployed.
"I'm not sure why only in the
last two or three weeks it's official I'm allowed to be in battle,"
said Williams, 38, of New York.
"Just because you don't have the
designated code doesn't mean
you aren't doing the same work."
Female engagement teams,
first deployed in Afghanistan
in 2009, are one of the clearest examples of the blurring of
combat and support roles in
the military.
Developed by the Marine
Corps, the teams live, train and
patrol with combat troops in
sometimes rugged conditions.
They sleep in tents and container housing, take their turn
at guard duty and might go for
days without access to showers or latrines. ("We use tons
and tons of baby wipes," Hasselman said.) Like their male
counterparts, the women have
frequently come under fire
while on patrol and some have
struggled with the psychological toll. Before deploying,

Hasselman's soldiers drew up
wills and power of attorney
instructions, many of them for
the first time.
"Goodbye, this time, was
harder," said 1st Lt. Erica Miranda
Ortiz, 32, of San Juan, Puerto Rico.
She served twice in Iraq with an
aviation support unit. But like
others in the unit, she did not
want another desk job.
"This is the first time I get to
go out every day and interact
with the local population," she
said. "I love what I do."
Local cultural sensitivities
prevent male troops from engaging with Afghan women
in the more conservative rural areas. But village men will
sometimes allow female soldiers into their compounds to
meet with their wives, sisters
and children. The soldiers
also run a small women's center, which offers adult literacy
classes and art projects for
children in a walled courtyard
attached to the base.
Much of the time is spent getting to know each other. But the
female soldiers, who have studied the Pashto language and
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cover their hair with colorful
scarves, also ask women about
conditions in their villages.
With most international forces
slated to leave next year, the
soldiers hope the information
will help Afghan authorities to
better serve their communities
and win their loyalty.
Although they are pleased
that the military is acknowledging their role, the soldiers
don't expect a surge of women
into combat jobs. For some the
change came too late.
"When I was in college, I
thought it would be so cool to
be a Ranger or special forces,"
said 1st Lt. Nicole Chappell, 25,
of Fort Worth. "I was never going to get married. I was never
going to have kids. I was going
to be in the Army forever. Then
I met my husband and everything changed."
Williams said she was nearing retirement but was pleased
that new opportunities were
opening up for the next generation of servicewomen. "We
want to help out in the effort
just as much as the males," she
said.

Continued from Page 3

Marshall Day

Continued from Page 1
Omega, accompanied his
grandmother to celebrate
their connections with Marshall and the church.
"The singing was awesome,"
Hamilton said. "I like being
able to represent my frat in
different organizations."
Mayor Williams is senior
warden at Trinity church
and wanted to use the day as
a way to show Marshall students they are welcome.
"We are seeking to create a service that would be
inviting and adapting to
the needs of Marshall students," Williams said. “In
the Episcopal Church there's

Eating Disorder
Continued from Page 1

they are sucked in.”
The second event the Women’s Center will host will be
Wednesday at 7 p.m. in Room
2W22 in the MSC. Chapman will discuss “The War
on Obesity: More Harm than
Good?” Research has shown
that there is a direct connection between how warding off
obesity can aid in causing an
eating disorder or vice versa.
The third event will take
place in Harris Hall Room 134
at 7 p.m. to focus on the idea
that many individuals strive
to be like what they see on
television or in a magazine.
McElfish will discuss “Real or

Moore added a few ingredients to that recipe.
“I feel like we have a lot of
momentum coming off the two
wins, so were looking at keeping that going,” Moore said. “We
just need to keep playing like
we have been. We did well this
weekend. We’ve been hitting
the ball hard, playing good defense, and pitching very well.”
Marshall boasts a record
of 3-2 and will be back on the
diamond Monday to face future
C-USA foe Charlotte. The 49ers
are currently undefeated at
three wins.
“Record means nothing,” Vogelbach said. “All we can worry
about is our game. If we come
out and play our game the way
we want, we will be just fine.”
First pitch is set for noon.
Caitie Smith can be contacted
at
smith1650@
marshall.edu.

a structure to it that has a
beauty, but it also has a freedom to it that's accepting to
people of all walks of life."
The Rev. Chip Graves said
he thought the day went off
without a hitch, and that it
provided a family feeling.
"The community aspect of
breaking bread is really important," Graves said. "It was
a casual, homey feel."
Graves plans to have more
Marshall Days in the future
and continue its success by
advertising earlier and having students already involved
in Marshall help get the word
out.
Kaylin Searles can be
contacted at searles1@
marshall.edu.

Illusion?: Photo-Shopping in
the Media, ” and focus on how
striving for an ideal look can
result in increased body image dissatisfaction.
“We’re comparing ourselves
to these images every day,
when it’s a model’s job to work
out and look good,” McElfish
said. “And even after that, they
still aren’t good enough and
their photos are altered.”
Since the growth of eating
disorders in males is significantly larger now than ever
before, discussions will also
be geared toward all genders.
All events are open to the
public.
Caitlin
Kinder-Munday
can be contacted at kindermunday@marshall.edu.
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“I’M NOT FIERCE AS MUCH ANYMORE.

”

IF I HAVE TO BE FIERCE, I’LL BE FIERCE.
QUVENZHANE WALLIS

THE

OSCARS
2013 WINNERS
ACTOR IN A SUPPORTING ROLE

ACTOR IN A LEADING ROLE
DANIEL DAY-LEWIS

JENNIFER
LAWRENCE

NOMINEES

Leading Actor
Bradley Cooper
Hugh Jackman
Joaquin Phoenix
Denzel Washington

ACTRESS IN A SUPPORTING ROLE
CHRISTOPH WALTZ

NOMINEES

Leading Actress
Jessica Chastain
Emmanuelle Riva
Naomi Watts
Quvenzhane Wallis

ACTRESS IN A LEADING ROLE

BEST PICTURE | ARGO

ANNE HATHAWAY

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MCTDIRECT

ANIMATED FEATURE FILM | BRAVE • CINEMATOGRAPHY | LIFE OF PI • COSTUME DESIGN | ANNA KARENINA • DOCUMENTARY FEATURE |
SEARCHING FOR SUGAR MAN • DOCUMENTARY SHORT | INOCENTE • FOREIGN LANGUAGE FILM | AMOUR • SHORT FILM ANIMATED | PAPERMAN • SHORT FILM LIVE ACTION | CURFEW • MAKEUP AND HAIRSTYLING | LES MISERABLES • VISUAL EFFECTS | LIFE OF PI • FILM
EDITING | ARGO • PRODUCTION DESIGN | LINCOLN • SOUND EDITING | SKYFALL & ZERO DARK THIRTY • SOUND MIXING | LES MISERABLES • ORIGINAL SCORE | LIFE OF PI • ORIGINAL SONG | SKYFALL • ORIGINAL SCREENPLAY | DJANGO UNCHAINED • ADAPTED
SCREENPLAY | ARGO • BEST DIRECTOR | ANG LEE for LIFE OF PI

Festival attracts famous composer
By JOSEPHINE E. MENDEZ

THE PARTHENON
More than 300 high school students attended Marshall University’s 12th annual high school band festival in Smith Music
Hall where famous composer Robert Smith conducted the top
band.
Steve Barnett, the Director of Bands, has been in charge of
arranging and coordinating the festival for the past ten years.
“It’s a pretty big deal for high school kids to come to a college
campus, ” Barnett said. “And for us it is one of our most important recruiting efforts. I feel that it really helps promote music
education in the tri-state area and region.”
The festival started Thursday at 4 p.m. with the students
auditioning in front of the music faculty in order for them to
be placed in one of the three bands. Smith conducted the John
Marshall Band, the top band at the festival, Mark Hardman
conducted the Thundering Herd Band and Doug McCullough
conducted the Marco’s Marauders Band.
“Music is the most powerful of all the languages,” Smith said.
“And because of it, I can make meaningful relationships with
these students even though we are not of the same generation.
Without music, I would just be some old guy talking to them
and they wouldn’t even give me the time of day.”
Smith has taught for 36 years, with over 600 publications in
print and has conducted bands on almost every continent. He
currently teaches and coordinates the music industry program
at Troy University in Troy, Ala.
The students rehearsed Friday and Saturday in order to

prepare for each band’s concert Saturday. The Marco’s Marauders Band preformed first at 4 p.m. and was followed by
the Thundering Herd Band at 4:45 p.m. and the John Marshall
Band at 5:30 p.m.
“The concert is the most enjoyable part for me,” Hardman
said. “I love to perform and I love the performance. It’s where I
tend to do my best.
Hardman has been the Director of Bands at George Washington High School in Charleston, W.Va. for 16 years. He says he
finds himself very lucky to do what he loves to do for a living,
and he would do more festivals but he devotes most of his time
to his own group.
Like Hardman, McCullough said his favorite part of the weekend is the concert because the students are able to show their
parents how hard they have worked in such a short amount of
time.
“I felt honored when Barnett ask me to conduct one of the
bands at the festival,” McCullough said. “Several of these students come from really small band programs and being able
to play in a band of this size is a once in a life time experience
for them.”
McCullough has taught for 26 years at Beavercreek High
School in Dayton, Ohio.
Seniors in the bands where also given the opportunity Friday to audition for a place in the music department and in the
marching band.
Josephine Mendez can be contacted at mendez9@marshall.edu.
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